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MEAD, Peter        
 

Private, G/19277 
11th Battalion,  
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 14th June 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Menin Gate Memorial 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 29 years 
 
 
Peter Mead, born in the winter of 1888, was the first and only child of Charles and 
Ruth (nee Phillips) born nearly two years after their wedding on 25th December 1886. 
 
Both Charles, born in the autumn of 1863, and Ruth, born in June 1867, were silk 
weavers and were living at 56 Burton End, when Ruth died at the age of 22 years in 
September 1889.  At about the same time, Charles was admitted into an asylum, 
where it is believed he stayed until his death in 1931.  This left baby Peter, at 9 or 10 
months old in the care of his grandfather, David Mead, and his second wife Matilda 
(nee Mallyon). 
 
David too had had a tragic life; his first wife Mary Ann (nee Rash) had born him 
eleven children, only five of whom had survived, before she too died at the age of 37.  
In January 1862, David and Mary Ann’s four children were being cared for at the 
Risbridge Union.  Charles was 2 years old when his mother died, so was raised, 
along with his siblings and the five children that David and Matilda had.  They were 
both silk weavers, but following David’s death in 1901, she became a shirt finisher, 
working from home. 
 
Not much is known about Peter’s childhood but prior to his enlistment, he played for 
the Rovers Football team as Centre Half.  In 1911, at the age of 22, he was a cutter 
of men’s clothing, and was still living with his grandmother at 13 Burton End. 
 
On 12th February 1916, whilst in Leeds, Yorkshire, Peter enlisted in the Queen’s 
Own  Royal West Kent Regiment, 3/1st Kent Cyclist Division.  His enlistment record 
shows he was 27 years and 6 months old and 5ft 6ins tall. Peter provided 
information about his father, Charles, who had been living in an asylum in 
Woodbridge, Suffolk, for the last 27 years. Peter made an allowance to his 
grandfather’s second wife Matilda who had cared for him after the death of his 
mother and listed his aunt, Hephzibah Hazelwood of Primrose Hill, Haverhill as his 
next of kin. 
 
Following his training in England, Peter joined the British Expeditionary Force in 
France on 4th January 1917, transferring to the 11th Battalion of the Regiment in the 
field on 9th February.   
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At the beginning of June, Peter was in the trenches at St Eloi, his Battalion taking 
part in several successful attacks.  
 
The war diary for this period provides a clear picture of what the Battalion were 
engaged in during this period. Their strength on 1st June was 45 Officers and 920 
Other Ranks. From 1st – 5th they were in trenches in front of St Eloi before being 
relieved. During these five days one Other Ranks was killed and 15 wounded. On 6th 
they moved to the assembly area in readiness for an attack into Old French Trench 
the following day. On the 9th the strength of the Battalion was 36 Officers and 792 
Other Ranks. They were relieved on the 12th but by the next day they were back in 
the trenches ready for the attack which took place on 14th June when they were 
involved in an attack on Oblique Row and Optic Trench in the area to the south of 
the Ypres – Comines Canal. Zero hour was 7.30am following a slackening in 
bombardment of the enemy lines.  
 
During the period from 7th – 19th June the Battalion losses were three officers and 37 
Other Ranks, one of whom was Peter Mead who was killed in action during the 
attack on the 14th June. 
 
Matilda received the sad news that Peter had been killed in action whilst fighting in 
the Ypres salient, on 14th June 1917. She was able to collect the Memorial Scroll for 
him as well as both the Victory and British Medals awarded to him. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 28th July 1917 reported that: 
 
‘Official news has now been received of the death of Pte. Peter Mead, of the Royal 
West Kent Cycling Corps. The unofficial announcement of his death some weeks 
ago was received with the greatest regret by his numerous friends in Haverhill. He 
was 23 years of age, and while residing in the town resided with his grandmother, 
Mrs. Mead at 13 Burton End, Haverhill. He had been in France for about six months, 
and for many years was employed as a cutter by Messrs. Gurteen & Sons. Prior to 
the outbreak of war he was a regular member of Haverhill Rover F.C., and was 
popular alike amongst colleagues and spectators. His position on the field was 
centre half, where he was a smart and resourceful, and ever a stumbling block to 
opponents.’  
 

A few weeks later The South West Suffolk Echo reported that: 
 

‘The following letter from the Chaplain has been received by Mrs. Mead, of 17, 
Burton End, in reference to the late Pte. Peter Mead, whose death at the Front was 
announced a few weeks ago: "You may think it strange that I should write so long 
after the death of your boy, Pte. P. Mead, but I was hoping to tell you more. In my 
time out here as Chaplain I got to know him very well and to love him. I remember 
after a conversation I had with him in May how I was convinced of his high principles 
and I know, too, that his life was worthy of them. On the night of the 14th. June I was 
at the most advanced dressing station. Our Brigade was making an advance. At a 
very exposed dug-out we did our best for the wounded, but your boy fell on the field. 
I did not hear until sometime later. I was told how you had cared for him and your 
love and kindness have by no means been lost. Others felt the influence of his life. 
Even a cup of cold water has it's reward, but surely acts of greater kindness have 
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greater rewards. Already his life has been a recompense, and no true love is ever 
lost. He did his duty bravely and gave his life for others. In your sorrow I would 
remind you he still lives in the Father’s keeping and He will keep His loved ones. 
May I commend you to His Fatherly care and goodness. Please accept my deepest 
sympathy in your bereavement.’ 
 
Private Peter Mead is 
remembered on the memorial in 
the Methodist Church and also 
the West End Church with no 
known grave, his name appears 
on the Menin Gate Memorial for 
the Missing at Ypres, Belgium. 
 
At the unveiling of the Haverhill 
War Memorial, a wreath was 
laid, inscribed:  
 
‘In loving memory of Peter 
Mead, killed in action June 14th 
1917, His loving Ivy’ 
 
 

 
 
 


